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The Alchemist is published qu Y
%t 1301 Ogden Street, Denver S %o?gizgi{
ubnrleg Ford Hansen, Coordinating Editor.

S:bscrlptions: 157 ecach or 4 issves - one
%;aragcgggedSOﬂﬁ lﬁﬁband 32 stamps will

¢ . 1O L 8] i
}Aan 4 l1ssues pleaszf ?Cil?t}o?s el
dvertising: 1¢ per word, 30¢ half bace

SRR posh e e ot ke
alateur and non-profit magazine and does
mt pay for material used. Opinions ‘ex-
ptessed in material other than editorial
ate those of the writer and not ncces;—
atily those of the editc.*s, The Alchemist
a;gepts no responsibility in conneciign
E:,g+mgtcr1al not specifically solicited.
o0t 1s reserved to reject material con-
Siiered wrsuitable for any reason,

e Conpributors will receive a frec copy
of the 1Ssue containing their material..
Ifsubscrlﬁors, an extra issue will be“aé
del to their subscription. The flchemist
1sw;111ng and cager to trade with oth;r
faizines, write us and we'll work out a
d&l: Also we are willing to trade ad-
vetisements with other fan publications.

With this issue The Alchemist makes
itish b9 o ‘Teturd 'to V16iFE) springing
phoenix-like :rom its dead Ashes. To them
as needs as 'rin the line forms to the
left., When our fifth issue in February
1941 announcecé our closing the mag till
after Denvention *“ime we had high hopes
of reopening by that fall.. The sudden
and crushing sequencc of events proved
too nuch to be overcomn. Al's old chief
editor. Lew ifartin i still in the navy,
but  Roy = Hunt is home from the, wars and
with a coupl: or other Denver fans to
assist it now .~2ms to bz practical to re
open contact with fandonl.

This seems as g:9od a time as any to
introduce ye e¢ditorial staff. At a pow-
wow the other evening the gang decided
not to weigh the czcontents pagec down with
all the naaes, but to cuoore .one o act
for? whel grioup! and” be' e editors=orficials
ly et least. I Was picked to be the goat
It seems oniylfgir i therefore; to letiyou
meet *t.¢c rest of uthc gang now.

Bditor of thoso matter o orisiniag--
vo fastas; Yliterature iz Suvanle 350, L,
wito's sreat ceoillectlon and vacs lontedge
of fantasv mane L.im ‘admirably fitted o
tha t’ ‘posvd™ ArTl ndi¥e1r s Ry Huniy 'ass of
old. Beob Peterseon ils' =sditor~iri~chargz-of
Ve inIie 6l sew i WM Taadi i oy v thewel o g

)
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now vith us two Dog-ars who are at .
ans “statlioned at' Lowr: TS @il ek P B via it s
>art  Juneau and Jim e have ‘%oined our



slap=-hapyry Jatelf vaad  afe .doliyg thka
skhar® | To carry Bhz TpaRtial -bhifer. ¢ 1d
is " prdvabigs shey wisl | 'alpear 11t Lawse
pages fcoir time to time. I Billd wCEms a
coordirator, tz receive the material =und
the work of the other editors, Dreoare
the dumay and gel  reaqy for the tig Job
oifis 2l GiTEn stencils. Hxpense and labor
are to be shared as nearly equally as is
possible.

We are muck in nezd of materisl for
the next issue and hope ye fen will h: as
quiek:to  come to. our -assistanee «s the
veryv goog guys we asked to contribute to
thig - issue. Articlés, verse, fiction if
sho# teeng - goed, -aythirng: ol fan', iniercst
will be happily considered. If we happen
to send something back as unsuitable,
pleczzze don't get sorc at us. Ye want
to put out a quality mag and that depends
on quality material.

Art Widner has promiscd to do a fan
column for us. His Random Ramblings was
one of: the most. liked ; things in- the: oltd
Al. Providin' we get some gocod letters
we will bring back thne letter section,...
Bt'yond that we can't prophesy.. . . o . =&

Ve learned, with a nasty shock, tine
other day when checking thru old mailing
lists that tinrua some misunderstanding the
Famtset vt tn - Liver Tetibgeraptions - ln:  GoncEs
#iien we folaecda were never paid ff, If
we can get your address yeoa will get Al
i Tasyeut sub, o weed upwef If gReUiSPE ke
v¢ will refund your dough, 1f you think
your ‘sub weag-good, ‘write-and: give U@ your
addreas, we want to cancel tue old debts.
ety 1, rista until February-and donft
forget we want your material and your $5§

I'm; mew: lo ther wniting - zdme,  but

%:ii cgaigzobﬁgt. To‘give a backgrog;d
I'1l go ] ay past history. I was born
in Laramle, Whyoning, and spent most of my
life ithgre until Uncle Sam became intcr-
gefiabdn, mé  nglo4els Mpidtdrest fiptna g-
azine fantasy and stf, dates back to 1932
voeR I ran across the Dec. issue of the
ald Wepdér.. ‘I didnft find -any soresuntil
1934 sovwhen. I Toundrisome old) Amagisgs and
ASteundinas. (in a nedsghberd s Srasic L pihe,
Sinee . ther! I 've been . reading . -diffepent
mags on and off until at present Astound-
ing is all I read regularly, FFd was my
favorite  in '40, "4l, and 42 when they
rappinted . dhe &old Munmsey . gtufi butsd
guit it wnoen their new policy started.
I hear that, TS, ig taking.atupn ser dhe
better; mnaybe ® - 1L Changb @) ale | el 052
theszs dayse. fnesma sl as s riermbeEi s Siadl ST
THogRRy Gilie: (RO (nalE LS k! ST AL o LS RN

1 had heard of fandom Yyears ago but
never made tie attenpt to enter it until
I waes in the urmJ with some. &ime @n: my
Konds. In 1943 when I wns at Fort Myeors,
Flerides ~«I started senéing: foricames finze



tn.ru

In Nov. 1943 I found the name of a TW3
reader, Hugh Hinchliffe, in Palm Beach.,
Flag,, #so” Ir wrotd.: kin and. -arranged to
visit him one weckcald, Since then I've
visited some 30 or 40 fans in various
parts of the country and have become an
active member of the NFFF. (Incidently,
I'm running for secretary-treasurer and
would appreciate any support.) When sta-
tioned ~t Las Vcgas Nevada, last year 1
visitea IA three times, taking in such
places as. the clubroon, -+ 8Yan7 Shack
Tendril Towers and 4e's garage, as well
as the usual sights of Hollywood. %Yhile
there I solved a mystery that nad been
bothering me for years. Baleler i = LIEE6 il
hade angad. in Amezing . to:isell: ‘.somesold
mags and a fellow called me up one night
whan dsias basy. (L never- . hearf, frenr hiEm
again btuit on neeting Eimer Perdue in La,
I fiognd dhe, hadiibeen .attending* sclisel lin
Larangde -angd hod . called mew I .3til]l ‘denrt
know why he didn't call again.

Whiisle.s = iR, [ Flopid i E o wa s Sthambing
thriough: tftho's + Who'  'in Amcrica ene ndght
and, on sccing that the old time author,
As-Hyaty. Verridl lived at Chiefland, -Fla,
Iydeged dod'  torardeite T tEi@muont o 358 Badss,.
I wrote  him and he s8id he would belglad
to see, e any time. I.gef the neeegssary
fapnr | +sevem andt siarted ol ivihibehkilving
the 200 niles one day.

Ioaleo . took dAr Silver. ‘Springseat
Ocala,. so I didn't arrive until the after
noamso F the . second daje I etayed until
noon: the ,next day. . Chiefland is'a smali
place of two or three hundred pecople,
mestly Indians, . Mre. Verrill lived about
a mile frem  teown in a2 small:: house,built
by himself rigirt in the thick of the 1live

oak/ forest. He said I prob5adly b SEERE,
IRUae e s m s lisva in g siints anieilial s solGHIeRm
ransion, but I said I knew autnors very
sl don,. jget righis - He @l sy abeouity=iS a2l 'Es
stidl wery activie. -He: ldvies with,a nieecs
and her daughter. He still writes books
but has given up stf as he thinks it has
ponec to the dogs. (ie muset have seen the
recent Amazings) He also dses wood work,
paints,. and exparinentc. with plants. -, Hey,
of sceunsd, has ajnuaber of archacelegiocnl
ebijechis: sithelt - arér vory . interestings ° He
was in sccret service work in Vorld Viar I
and had some intercsting things to tell
abaut that as well' as of his r Central and
Sewth. .Amerieany. trdps As & secuvenir he
gave me the original jacket of his beok
iyt vodanig e e Triesigs .. o is o man . very
mbch | werth knswing end I'x glad ~.be heve
had the opportunity to nget i

Teowill - mehkw a.few ~cemnrents. oM dDoth
t-he Yfnz-and. pres dw-tils celuan.. buring
the summer -I- recasived very few fmz but I
imagine ihings will . pick up now,. . For ny
rroney the best general fiiz recently has
beeRr wbhesgSciencefictienist + out - opteby
Henfiry. Elsner. -The most enjoyeid ,single
issue reecantly was Lynn Bridges ¥APAzine
Insgiredien, for  Aprils  That. .- cgntajimesd
ltis opinione on =211 the stf and pros pnb-
lished " thrtugh last Jear. CIf-tke - merec
spécialized = enes' ¥ MEMBrunsi' Fhe, Tike
Bind=r and ‘Tackérys LeZelntlie:are the.bes
R R forncn PR s cRtitoi Pt i ol labRaanal it
latter for humer. ' Going' to tne: pres,
Octobersigsid ef Hstounding wasia® lidibtlc
below average-in m¥ ¢épinion. Van Vogt'ts
serial aAppcars ‘interesting thouginithere
WNsTRIBRER e it mIS Rt aiDa )| S ey e Gl Io)S N G
ordinated was rather weak I thought. The
carthrnian always ovcercoming the insurmsun-




table odds in a galactic war is a little
too much for me. Assumption Unjustificd
while being a rehash of zn old theme was
so intcrestingly done that I ratcd it
second to the scrial. Also. it was nice
to run acioss a story that didn't mention
war or conflict. TFalse Dawm, whilc bcing

very wecll done, left me a little cold,

probably because I coulan't swallow some

of Chandler's theorics. Align was cntor-
taining at lcast., To 3till the Pruns was
glood sbut! I8 Thitdm' t “cwr'e ‘for the c¢cnding.

It secens to mec that we've been getting

too many war stories latcly and I'm glad

to sce one of Simak's 'City' serics coa-
ing up next issue. The art work has im-

proved some bat could stand st mor il

provement. Paul is still ry favorite
sven though hc doesn't scem to be illus-
trating any more.

I had been wondering wnzt Nat
schachner had been doing lately since we
hadn't heard from him in Astounding for
somc time, but I noticed that he has wri-
tten a book about Alexander Iamilton, so
I pguess . that ;teok:=all.-his time for the
last few yecars. It should be a book
vorth reading.
KeoXeX~X=X=Y= X=X =X~=X=X~X=X-X=X=-X=X=X=-X=X=X
Bibllophilds:: pleasc notc: The New Coil-
ecctors -Group that is publishing two new
books, @ach carrying a hitherto unpublish
ed storvy by the late greatl A. Merritt
announces that the first vook, "The Fox
Woman" will be ready for distribution by
December 1. BEach Dbook also contains a
new story by Hannes Bok. The books are
$3 each from The New Collectors Group
118" Ve st a@oth | NevisYork 295, Ney York.

"Strange Daughter" by Louis De Wohl.,
Published ty Lawson and Dunn Ltd. London.
1945

This fullength novel, though small
in form, is large in entertainment value,
The story takes place in England during
the war and concerns one Joan llathicson
and her fiance, a wealthy aeronautical
engincer, who are hounded by a present-
day witch, Asta deldrup, a girl Joan has
known sincc they were both children. asta
is aided and abctted by her unscrupulous
father, wvhc 1is equally well versed in
magic lore. Dr. Zodiac, an annazing littlec
man with an uncciny ability to ascertain
= person's temperament and destiny thru
the birthdatc, or vice-versa, 1s the
modern knight in shining armcur ¥i10,
skilled in white magic and the astro-
logical sciences (?) fights against thoe
forces of evil, not only in behalfl of the
lovely heroine, but also for his adopted
country, Great Britain, whose  vary
national security is threatned by the
Heldrup's diabclical deviltry.

The story tesems with astrological
references and allusions to magical form-
ulae, with a bit of political intrigue
included in an attempt to (b)lend reality
to an otherwies entirely fantastic tale.
The good forces, of course, are in league



with England. Two guesses as to the
national interests of the darker powers,
despite the fact that Asta Heldrup is
cast as a Dane rather than a German.

Extremely proficient in diabolical
arts, Asta not only succeeds in galining
control over Joan Mathieson through an
opal. ring impregnated with evil pover,
but holds Joan's aeronautic engineer
fimanece: 1in a trance-like state, planning
to obtain his blueprint plans for Germany
and the man himself for her pleasure. To
I el e o LS, » DS Tl o apTen, . (8k3
creates through supernatural wmcans a
ndoppelgangerd, . or counterpart of the
heroine.

The tale reminded me at times of an
elabourated "John Thuastona® adventure
from "Waird Tales Lagazinc". The pages
bristle with unusual minor characters
such as the Serman doctor who delighted
in masquerading as a middle-aged coant-
esisl walicke Ane unforvunate former youry,
girlafricndyoh.doan 'sgihs adored Asta and
became 1little more than, an attomaton
under the will of this unprincipled woman.

The climax is reached when Dr., Zodiac
invading the Heldrup abode and secking to
prevent the £vil powers frem triwapning,

informs Asta ieldrup of the trutii concern-

ing her .cyn birth, a fact vhich Asta's
father had shroudec in mystery and care-
fully concealed from his fiendish daugh-
ter. Her schenming, corrupt fatker, it
seemed, had deliberately sclected for hiis
daughtents s 'Birth. ,a.day and hour which
would, accordingz to the stars, influence
herrtonehoase - tierdue Pty ansesbat tie: - Tn -d0+
dition; her . 0 Irth. shad oeen arranged te
(cowitinued on pagc I858)

N[ T heee)
% ONCT GPgN 24 STINE, “Béfore 10#0Tiss
ptiiles of the ilk of Laner began to ra~d-
;really s read--their bockollectiong,
"lns Yol ¥ i T i "“" - 1 1 i
b; i ucrccsalc in amasslag mountains of
oKs and fondly believin:- they ver ¢
best of fantasy Dt % Lok 4l e e
T antasy. Dut tuz cream has curd-

. Ah, blest werc we in our days of un-
gn}lgntcned ignorahce, when we could
pllssful}y gaze atl a copyl et "Pandﬁ;q's
Box", think of ithe great lunar adveﬁt;re

TR N - v b

budeS}" by the sam¢ author (which we
lave  never read citier) and HMitchell's
we M § dmphia . fuburiistie burlesquey, "The

gast American" (which we have read--in
isggl?nto)...walt a minute, we're getiing
ost In the complexity of this sentenceo

¥hat we (me; I, that is) started out

to say was that the day of faith in fant-

asy-sounding titles is rapidly being &éo-

troycd by the Gay Daceiver boys wﬁo fgb

us of one of life's greatcsy jo&s.bv de-
Al




liberately reading books (can you imagine
a crime more heinous?) and reporting that
all that glitters is sometimes Fool's
Gold.

The day of blind belief is done, is
their docrce; nite must fall and, with it
many stars from the fantasy firmament.

The aferementioned "Pandora's Box"
was on the shelves of evory collector in
L.A. till one day Everett Evans hapbened
to read it and report at the club that it
was non-fantasy-the sort of disappointing
title which Laney first dubbed "a gay
deciever". (As an adftermath fans simul-
tancously held Grab-bag Auctions - at
which well wrapped books were purchascd
on speculation. When all the wnwrapping
was over, 14 fans found they had simply
exchanged copies of--you guessed it--
"Pandora's Box".)

Vierecck's "House of the Vampire" was
the next to fall under the axe. Then
Anthony (Weird Tales) Rud's "House of the
Damned". Then the great Robt. Shambers
became suspact, and it was whispered in
some quarters that "The Dark Star” was
scarcely fantasy!

Aspersions were cast on Shiel's
"Cold Steel" and "Children of tne Wind",
en Wright's "Elfwin", and on Philpott's
"Lycantnrope'.

And then, against zll aversions, I--
I -read a Doek’ wone e¥.- -(As Dradbury
would p.say, not ' a: big . bock, of' couUrse,
that would be fantastic; but a pocketbook.

It was a rainy afternoon (strike

at

that riout, shis ~takesy: plage: ins Southern
Calificrnia) it' Wwas a anay oveniug (now
I1'm confused--the locale isr 't  Alaswsal)
anyway, it was somstime during the day or
nite (gotts be this or that), a now fan-
mag hadn't arrived for the past 4 hours,
lunch was over, I'd listened to the radio
and had my afternoon nap, the druggist
had phoned and said there was nothing ncw
on the stand but Astounding, I was only
800 letters bchind in my correspondence,
and my dinner date with Hedy wasn't till
8, so I said to myself, "Fj (that's what
I call myself when I'm alone) ((that's
what I always call myself)) why not break
down, why not give in to this wicked whim
this wild impulsc--Jjust oncc--and read
one of your books? It might not be so
bad as you imaginec."

Instantly I regretted my rash de-
cision, but the die was cast, and it was
snake eye (a gambling term, or so I anm
reliably informed by Chas. Burbec).

So I fingercd thru the 130C titles
(this part is hard fact, hard as 1t nay
be to balieve) and pickad up the last one
1 .came to:  "Lazarus ;7% by Richard .Sale.
It was a swell -story, but it was not
science fiction. Anothsr Galr Deceiverd

The time. may well be not far off
when bibliopailes will eye their vast co-
llections with suspicious cyes .and thinlk,

Wiew T, wonder.ee.biis  ‘Hoon rcoll by
Lerritt, why it might be merely a love
romnriCC Stapledon's 'Star Maker '--30

you suppese that could be the talent
scout story that wes filmed with Bing
Sneais.  YThe Doll' by Blackwoed-i=«-apEll &
ba sabout _a,gunman's niel: ,  'SUg 1 the
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iy =a 4cler gf*the - tall ‘cane! plarstat iohs
of thg FMiilippincas? 'The Coulrng Ract™ —w=
annual” arto clazeic ‘at Milwaukee? "Ralrh
124C41'--a convicti!'s autebiography 2"

ANYBODY WANINA BUY A BIG BOO{OLLEC~
TION CHEAF? Two tons at a penny a pound.
(Of coursc I'm keeping hy Burroughs,.)

Scriously: Therc's one book 1've
hid- '+ In* e fotre S0 I my '‘col el on~ Ssdhinany
times, i've worn the cover and first 13
pages away, Jjust moving and replacing it.
It's Chambers' "The Green liousc".

I bought it because it had an illus-
tration of a mermaid. Later, Laney said
it was a Gay Deceiver. 1 took it out of

my collection, on the strength of his

word. You who know Laney personall;, know
that his words are very strecng.

Paul Skeceters came along. "Havan't
you 'The Green Mouse'?" asied ke,

"I thot that wasn't fantasy," rep-
lied 1.

"Oh, yes, you should have taat in
your collecticn." DBack it went.

Off went a duplicate copy to fartasy
book collector, moving picture director
Friitz Lahg. Bang camc a phone call from
his " seerbtary: B “'Mriliang ' does not. like
this book. He says in the first place it

s’ ety TZntasy, . 1o “the ™ gelCrmd™Rilir s
stupgig."  Bo I pat twe“Gepiles in. shEiEeod

will bag.

Then hRosenclum's Booklist earrived
1

(.1
fros Emgiafid. « In"His Teolilicetion “aesilis b=

1S
ed the thil of the verdant rodent by you-
know-who and if you don't you should live
so long! He had a thumbnail description
of it, thus: "kachine to find affinity."
By ghum, that sounded like fantasy--if
not stf--to me.

Stuck again: ‘hen Charlie Dye call-
ed, he cried, "Ch, no! Why Forry, what's
this book doirng here? It isn't fantasy:i"

"No Affinity Machine?" I croakedj;
"no mermaid?"

"I don*t recall anything about an
Affinity llachine," Dye replied; "and the
mermaid, that's just a costume a woman is
wearing to a masquerade."

fesse~hSg No---YES!

Pardon me while I look up a good
medium. I'm going to the ultimate autn-
ority on this., I1'm_. going to ‘adtend a
seance and consult Bob Chambers!
X=X=X=X=X=X-X-X~-X=-X-K~X=X=-X=X=X=-X=X=X=X~-X

(continued from page 10)

Tigrina's Book Report

taks place upon the sacrificial altar of
a Devil-worshipping cult so that at the
moment of Asta's entrance irto the worlad
the woman who bore ner mat an agonizing
death, - As.ske: matured, Asi& hade ibeen

deliberately subjected Lo further raligsn
influencess The BGorcerzss' rgaction to
this news brings the story to a swift and
ARATETRICHE CORCI NSO, Jof Treh ol =) fol | il R=IS=IC e
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tinwed without any noticubic voriation,
some of- the acute infergst wansd .and only
a routine observation was k=p.f up. Astro-
nonical developments madec p0531ole a more
adcurate method of recording star be-
havior, and intensive study of these
' records finally DYdore fruit. The ' fluct-
‘ uwations fell into certain regular patterns
endlessly repcated.

Signals, Signals out of thc night of
space, Signals beating in cycles of end-
less repetition, Gignals from across tue
darkness of the intersiellar void.

The idcva, suggested by HWesrctep,
that these light variations might bc a
signal of som¢ kind senl vy hypotheticzal

In the dimness of the observatory inhabitants of a planctary system of
high on the slopes of }Nt. ivane above New vhich Lsappa osszlopciae was the parent
Denver, the silence grew almost tangibles sun, was at first r;dLCcha, but the pat-
ilere, on a certain night in 2445 were terns of  regularity were recorded in ade
gathered a sclect group of the greatest tail ond studied from all anglcs.
scientists and most eninent men fron
every inhabited globe in the solar system. It: remaired for Yor Tnuh, .in, 8897,
In tense, nervous cxcitement, they awnit- to-svingicate. .the theory . s edvanecdpby
ed an announcement from Sahc meanah, the Mesrctep, Acting upon a footnote buried
chief government observer. in ths lengthy and monumental treatise

which hiad taAb“ Wal Witrem two dccades. ko

Communieations _had at last been.est- oMt .= Bor 1. Tnik lcnunsvrbta ta s the
ablished with one of the rcar\,r slanish ourcau ¢ solar radiation the luSSibj"itV
So much was already xnown. of signalling Ly means:of coatroiled warp-

ing "of, the light enitted | by va- PaBdil ‘st o
neltans far (back asstheo tilsed _decade s 5o wns  born our own  interplanctary com-
of the Twentieth Century, light fluctua- munication by mcans of helieflashy; cut of
tions in da&ppa Cassiopelae had been noted. detniicd scientific study of astronomical
At that time it was believed that such - phcitonienac.,
Vvariation irdicated a prcbaiility ,that
the star was aboul to explodie and becomes Interesit vas immediately rovived in
a nevga=and hiv “star was studied with in- the possitility of the light warilations
?Ezg:mqiﬁriat?EUL interest. f wover, &35 ] cowing to us from ..appa Cassiopciae being
he 6Scy prased aun the fluctunitions con- , a contrived signzil. fron . wiatever imteld=
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igent beings inhabited that system. With
in four years Yc¢nrav solved ihe alisost im
possitle problam of translating the sup-
posed mmessage into a rectatement in tornms
of nathematical formulae, but #Another
half century of blind gréping followec
before Breh Shco broke down tnose baf-
fling cquations by treating them as a
simple transposition cipher,

A preouature annour.cement, fortunate-
ly incomplete and 1inaccurate, brought a
storm of hysterical excitement to the
people of the four inhabited worlds of
the solar system.

At this point, strict government
censorship was clamped down, and the full
text of that message was never made
pabisiel TAY 1N coEtsieT  Sehsohs® Tor. -this
action werc given, bLut nobody dured give
the true one. The truth was that the
simple six word question recieved from
our esister sun and its farily of worlds
revealed such a hell of pessimism and de-
spair that our various governmcnts zgreed
upon the necessity for complete suppress-
ion of the messare, at 1least until g
reply could te sent, and somne sort of
answer recieved from Kappa Cassiopeiac.

It was feared, with some justifica-
tion that once the public had felt the
dreadful impatt “of rthat  message and
recalized the dire implications ior our-
g@lpes; Vinothing Jcodld- Hold ' Them. = ALT
controls would 1immediately break down,
anarchy would result, and in the first
RECesE* O T despirir ' sone 0T e “"unsoungd
ones mnight destroy our entire system by
Plunging it into the holocaust of comp-
lete atomic’ disintegration.

i

But a reply must be sent. An in-
evitable negative rcply to that fearful
six word question., A council of phil-
osophers was -held and a mcssage decided
upon while the semantics burceaun bus%cd
itself working out a simple codc which

.would be almost instantly intelligible to

the Cassiopcians. By our improved holio-
flash, the message -- condenscd to four
simple words, "No, there arc none" -- was
sent winging across the eternal darks_of
interstellar space on soundless vibration

Then, thraushiloggyycars:.whilce thos:
vibratisns-utraveled: at . the. spead of
ligiit, the solar system waited, the masses
in their ©blissful ignorance, the intell-
igences with an awe=filled forboding---
all wondering what effect our answer
would hiave on the worlds of our sister

star.

Exact calculations were centcred into
determining within possible scconds, dep-
ending upon the unprasdictable human or in
hunian e¢lements involved, the precise time
which must elapse for our message to
reach its destination and be acted upon,.
Would the reply to our message be another
signal, a simple acknowledgement, follow-
ed by a symbolic Jjoining of hands across
the deops of space and time, or would our
onl;y ansgwer be the distant view of holo-
caust? No one knew.

Sach Nesnah turned from the eycpiasce
o Biwibis csprec ision - tedeszcope and:. «loslked
about him in the dimncss, An auditle
sigh rosc from the assegpled 8 0UDe"s LIRS
the period of nerve-racking suspense near
an end? It wase.
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spoke, sclenni) and Wisi ovéraue, Ior
this wos an awesome moment.

"Gentlemen," he said, "the time 1is
nearly a hand."® He gestured toward a
huge teclevisor screen and closed a switch
Instantly the reflection of a section of
the night sky was projected upon the
screen. -

Sach Nesnah continued, "I will not
waste words. All of you know why we are
here tonizht. We have gathcred to ob-
serve the reaction of the Cassiopeians to
that reply we sent to their question.
Whatever that rcaction may be, it will
tonight be our solemn and inescepable
duty to decide what we dare tell  the
public. I warn you, gentlenien, it will
not be easy to satisfy them with any
thing .less then the +druth -- and il we
give them tae truth, Heaven knows wiat
nay happen here,

Sahe Nesnah glanced briefly at the
gigantic didcreal chrononeter. "It. w1ll
be only scconds rnow." :

Absclute silence broaded oniinously
within the observatory. All. eyss and
minds were focused upon the scrcen with
the fan'i Fiar pinpoint pattern of
Cassjopeia projected and enlargeg for all
to sec,

i message tapa connected to the Epec
trographic Analyrsis Laboratory began to
click., In the unearthly quiet, the faint
mechanical sound locmed loud and terrify-
ing. '

Sahc Nesnah glancad at tae reészsago
angdy thas, dimnesge-lid i gutdesny . Pal-lare
But he nerved himself to speak,

v Gentdamen', ke said, Vg fearys that
worst has happened. Our analyst has rec-
ported an ominous shift in the spectrua
of Kappa Cagsiopeiae. We now have a dark
line spectruwa with a2 shift toward the
violet."

The image on thé screen began sudden
ly a change, slight but quite noticeable
The pinpeint of 1light that was Kappa
Cassicpeia trembled, and as they watched
becarne a slowly spreading blur of dazz-
ling light. VWith hidecous deliberation it
transfornied itself into a blinding smudge
of flame pulging against the darknecs,

Sahc Nesnah left his post and faced
his auwdicnce. His hands passed beforae
his eyes in a nervous gesture, as if he
hoped to wipe away the monstrous vision
of light upon the datkncss which had burn
ed into his .very soul. On his face was
an expression of mningled reverenrnce and
horror. llis voicc trembled with cosnic
sadness. and the weight of cosmic despair
cprassed hi mind., . He spoke Jfor, . the
last time.

"Gentlemen, it is as we feared, Our
stellar neighborsg, who darcd defy the dif
fecultios of intcrstellar communication,
whe faced and conguered the uttermost-
scientific problems of the universe, have
failed at last. They were equal to every
problen save the final ohe of man's weok~
ness, his follics, and his inevitable
limitations. Yet even in their failure,
they werc great. We must respect and



mourn our stellar cousins. whoever or
whatover beings they were. Tor at the
last, they have dared to - destroy them-
selves and look into the unveiled face of
UisEia CeS T r it s s T3 A6 Lo SRR (1T

"So far as we know, our solar systcm
is alonec among inhabited universes. And
we have our own final duty to face. 1In a
few moments, the observatory will be del-
uged by ingquiries., The public will demand
to know what has happened. And why. And
we will have to tell them. It is up to
you. ‘to decide .'upon a’'way to break the
news to them, to:find a way to soften tae
blovi, to minimize the shock which will
conle to them when we release the full
text of the six word question from Xappa
Cassiopeiae, with its frightful context
-- the T[ull realization of ultimate
spiritual tragedy for mankind. It will
be up to.us to tell them in. such a way
that they will not follow the example of
our friends on the planet that was Xappa
Cassiopeiae, that they will not plunge
our owm universe into the same atomic
holocause we saw tonight in Cassiopeia.
I,” for one, co not “know how it 1is to be
done., Since the problem is yours, you
Justner/hear “the qilostlomw: . &8, SEREEE

For, S the " first. tidme (in’  the  wears
since it was decoded angd the reply sent,
I anl at 1liberty tc reveel that six word
Fallu, = it 5 e S S il el b e

"Here is the question: 'Do ¥ou Know
Any Mecw Jokes?'"

€GYDT
SORC
by
GHUGK
HANSEN

_ Magic always has and probably
always will play an important part in the
realm of fantasy literature. Such deep
interest is not strange when one realizes
that_;t 1s born of man's universal belief
-or 11 yeca prefer---superstition., I will
risk being consid:red all kinds of a nut
by saying here and now . that I do not for
a minute think that it is merely supor-
stitious nonsense. If this is madness
blaine it on my being a fantasy fan. Such
people GE8 eéxpPecied o be a, 1ittlhe = mad®
No, the belief and practise of sorecery
are tno universal to beg sunmnArily dismis-
sed. It makes,k little resl  difference
whetiler-~-as the superstitious native be-
lieves'-—the . eomplex magical  rithal .4as
what ‘does phar  kricis,. of--as. T hor i sice=-
the fiendishly clever application of bsy-
chology and hypnosis does the d ol ey Th
i1s results trhat coui.t and ths sorcerers
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do gev results!

In Ancient Egypt sorcery was rcaised
to its greatest heighths as a supernormal
art and science. It has never experien-
ced such a developmant since. There are
still practitoners of magic-well cducated
ones-in all big cities who practise the
art in secret, but they know only a weak
and decadent art compared to that of the
great . Egyplian’ wizards.. That -thip vast
knowledge has becn lost may well be one
of the best breaks ever to befall mankind

We fans are pronc to scck endlessly
after forbidden books of horrific lore in
the hope that, their mere possession or
perusal will open the doors to power.
That -isg¥nase of usivido do net tregty the
whole thing as a huge joke. I often won-
der how many recuests the chiéf librarian
at the,Library of Congress rcecieves each
year for information about siuch books----
The Necronomicon--Unausprechitchen Hul--
ten--The Book: of Zibon-and others. Alas,
we will never see most of the Dbpoikka we
sack, because most of them never existed
outsida of the works of well knovin and
read ‘" fantasy jauthers. But thane ere.; a2
few-~-oh so few--real Dvooks of lost mag-
ieal lore. FYor the uost part they are un
obtainakle and 1illegible-unless you are
learned in ancient l:onguagcs-but there
ape. s Tew voth | pendable and. bbtalinable.
Several of these are the work of great
Egyptian Adepts and are many centuries
0ld. Eunglish trunslations of several are
readily obtainable in mest libraries.
This by no means iz to oy that the great
ancient .wisdom is readily to be had for
the taking., These sacred works are all
esoteric to a great degrec. Anyoiic not
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initiatzd intn the mystcerice is un-bla to
understand thcm. It was in tiis  fashion
phe priests concealed their seccret wisdom
from their cwn people, and it works Jjust
as well today.

_ One of the great magical books of
anclent LZgypt, one of the greatest of
such works of all time wag the "Book of
the’ Dead" which is” open to studv in all
large librarics. [t is a vast coilection
of prayers, formulae, and rituals to pro-
tect by mneans of magic the soul or eatm
on ite journey thru the underworld,” It
was used in this way by the common peonle
who probably had no idea that to a priéqt
1ttmight reveal other- sscrets of magiégl
art.

The-zge of the "Book® of the! Deadt
hae nevsr been detarmined, and onrobabl-
never "will ‘bouw ‘I is "defihately' sPred
dynastic, 70 or nmore centuries 0153 %hat
is old enough for arny of man's written
works to be treated witi: profound raspect
There have teen fournd, frigments of some
hundreds of copics of the “book and rany
thousands wast have existed. Books of
papyrus are perizhable., There are many
varigtions between different  copies of
course, as 1is to be expected when all
werevham@tcopied;

No EBgyptian family would te without
a copy of this all important work and all
h}gherh classi peeple « had<a .copy ' buried
with taem and the more important verses
irscerited on the sarcophagué and uapon the
walls of their tombs, These whno were un
able to read-most of the puople--learncd
the prayers by heart and passed them down
bysword vof moubdhi{+ ‘Therazdliénted priestc



P18
hood kept the Ppopulace so concerned for
the welfare of their soulg (sounds fam-
ilarly modern--times haven't changed so
much) that there was 1little danger of
their discovering the double purpose of
these writings. \lhere better to hide any
thing you wish to keep safe from detec-
tion than to place it--nay force it--into
the hands of a people forcibly kept in
ignorance? They will never think to seck
it therec.

In case all this talk of esoteric
literature 1is confusing, do not get the
idea that the Egyptians had any patent on
it, A sterling cxample of a book of very
ancient origin that is esoteric is the
Bible. There are, unfertunately, nearly
as many ianterpretztions of the EBible as
there are + interpreters.  Possibly all of
them had some glirmpse of the hidden truth
or perhaps all arec wrong. If anyone is
able to use the ancient art of anthro-
porancy and car bring forth the spirits
of the dead for questioning I wish he
would sunrion up the shades of the authors
so that we might know, once and for all,
what they really did menn,

The doctrine of elemental spirits
appears to have  been familiar +to the
great wizards of the Nile Civilization.
One of the chapters of tlie "Book of the
Dead", the 108th is titled "The Chapter
o f 7 Hnouding. thes; Spirdvs of, tire Westis" and
is thought - to deal with e¢lementals. The
practise of eausing injury:or deatk to'an
enemy by means of a doll or other image
is of undetermined antiquivy, probably it
is’ mearly as old as man. - Remains diss
covered in the caves inhabited by Pleis-
tocene: ian seem to prove- thsm familiar

<

with it, . That the encient Zgyplicws ruew

of it all too well seems evidenced LY the
7&h chiapter ofi;the Book, which hegingieds
"Hail thou creature of wax, who leadest
away victims and destroyest them.........
may I never become weak and helpless be-

fore thee. . ".

According to the ©Sgyptian religion,
auveriiiecrl e, one,tin additiom. te . ke
physical  body of man there were about 9
other compenents, variously defined by
different schools of thougint., The Ka was
apparectly the ego or individuality of a
rian, and lived in the tomb or wandzred
about at will, Ve have alrecady mentionad
the Sahu or spirit-body (soul). Another
of tncse nmost 1important constituants of
nan was the Khu, believed to bz ihe nag-
ical powers of the adept. The Egyptien
sorcerecs ; beliewed  that: the . K. eof the
aderte .could, at -ehis ..death, . enter . the
paintad likeness of the man upon his sar-
copnagis or any other place preparcd for
it, It wvas thought that a man by resting
in the sarccpiagus of a great  wizarad
vhile in a condition of trance could ab-
sorb sone oif the magical force.

Believed to be the greatest of all
ancient magical books is the "Book of
Thoth". There is no actual proof that it
ever cxisted, but so much has becen writ-
tecn about it and by so many pcopies, that
it is quite prokables some such book may
have exigted, ; 1t mas, . siipposed:hla. . have
been written by the Egyptian god of wis-
dom and 1learning, Thoth the Ibis-hcaded.
Among the ancient writings were found thg
Ezyptian Tales. In tne Tales--which are
avallable at some libraries---in “Ahura's
Tale"™ we read of this book: "If you wish
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so nuch tc rcad writings. come to me. anld
I wili bring yoo to the place wnere the
book 1g - whigh Thotn himself wicte with
his own haind, and wnich will bring you to
the gods. VWhen you read but two pages in
this you will c¢achant the heaven, the
earth the abyss, the mountains, and the
sea; you shall know what the birds of the
sky and the crawling things are saying;
you shall se: the fishes of the deep, for
a divine power 1is there to bring them up
out of th< depth, And when you read the
second page. if you are in the world of
ghosts; you will berome again in the sha-
pe. you" were in on earth., You will see
the sun shining in the sky, with all the
gods and the full moon."

"Then the priest said to Na-ncfer-ka
ptah: 'This book 1is in the middle of the
river at Koptos, in an iron box; in the
iron box is a bronze box; in the brongza
box 1is a sycamore box; in thec * sycamore
box is an ivory and ebony Dbox; in the
ivory and ebony box is a silver box; in
the silver box is a goclé box. and in that
Fg¥ *phe’* book.', It is twisted all ‘round
with snakes and scorpions and all the
other cravwling things around thec box in
which the ©book isj; and there is 2 death-
less snake by the box,'"

This remarkavle deszcription may, of
course, be part of a ritual with  inde-
pendent esoteric meaning, out it is =2
discouraging description for any vho may
have ambitions oi ownership of the bonk.
Thigee e Lo “BiHrt— el WAEMTs' “TaTa"T gogs
cribes the cxtrzaniely unpleasant conse-
gucnces to Y.-.nefer-ka-ptah and all his
fanily--even into th- second gencration--
for having obtained and used tiie Dbook.

Also in the "Egyptian Tales" in the
"Tales of the Magicians' we read in the
first, *'Khafra's Tale' the following: . .
"Then said Uba=-aner, 'Bring mc my caskct
of ebony and clectrum.' And they brought
it and he fashioned a crocodile of wax,
seven fingers long: and he enchanted it,
and said, 'When the page comes and bathes
in my lake, sicze on him.' And he gave
it to the steward, and said to him, 'Whon
the page shall go down into the lake to
bathe, as he is daily wcnt to do, then
throw in this crocodile bechind him.' And
the steward went forth bearing the croco-
dile." You can gucss what happuns next.
However, lest any fan should be tcmpped
to try this on his neighbor let him think
upon the fate of Uba-aner., The Fharaoh,
learning of this necromaney ordered the
crocodile tc sieze Uba-aner. which it cid
and disap cared permanently, Then the
king had Uba-anef's wife brought forth,
and burned and her ashes cast into the
river. The Tales are full of such gre§t
tales of Egyptian magic, but this 1s
already becoming too lengthy and rambling
to gquote more.

The great Harris Papyrus mentions
several other magical works of vast power
It is entirely possible that these books
existed. Books which were composed of
pepyrus scrolls are very pcris?able_and
only good fortune and the mugslve thor-
oughness of Egyptian archltgctuye pavc
saved the many papyri stili existing-
after the passing of scvaral thousand
yearse.

There probably has never beoen a peo-
ple who lived so closely their everyday
lives with mazic. It is the ensence of
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their religion, breathes thru all their
literature and art, and if we could take
half of it at face value they were the
most advanced pecople the world has ever
seen in this respect,

Certain groups today maintain that
they possess all the bowers reputedly
conferred upon the holder efisthe WBSok 'of
Thoth", Their magic text is the Mo cy
clainmed to be of Egyptian origin., The
Taroc is a scries of cards bearing very
elaborate symbols upon them, It seems
vary likely that it was. the origin of the
design for our prescent day playing cards.
Those who uphold the Paroc as the great-
¢st of all magical works say tant anyone
who really understands tic mystic designs
wiclds all tho tremendous power said by
the ancient writings to be conferred b‘
reading the "Dook of Thoth", - Some inda ed
claim that the Taroc is derived from the
Book and is the same thing in the Tornm of
abstract svmbology. Hmmean well mnnyvbe,
1 don't know anytiing about ;v Sy I et
as NGNS aid Nitdisen: ~bate o nerish very

ubis If  taeir Cl“lP 1s Sruwe.
then all have to say is that obviously
noReysat i bhe ¥ droldens afivthe ¥ Pawod ~can
understand it, That I can belicve after
looking at the synrbalchss A they spell
to me 1is a gauc 0f golitaire, And if
these would-be wizards don't wunderstand
their sacred Tarse its & damy good thuing
sajails widd. $hits tdr‘bll“quCkbd ad vcr"

.

U

~cockeyed world need okl Nils ol coupla
Egyptlaﬁ Wizards,
BEE RS E o n Ny o ¥ X % 2 ox

Enter: The Shakespearian Ghoul, holding-
a skl

fr A%

A1 Poor Yorick-1I gnawed him weldm

-~ Rare 014 Cor:

)
n .

2 Tia T .'-
SEVMEN FCDTERINTS TOLS ATAN

sz is thne best example of
wn do to blvo anys anthar
a black eye timately. far Morritt‘it
did not 1mp31r nis c,4u“ulon, but‘op vhe
otncr nand,y iU way f oot iEre 1191l pddonds sl

the time.
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what Hollrwood
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This - pi'cture was prodaced by _First
Mtional® “owelel a9y 4928k == vhlch is no
credit to  First = liational,-+ Ferhaps’ this

rodach ds ont fof the-ressonidt they de' wedl
exist ” today. * Too, it may have ~taken a
yanr'orise off Marrittds 11?9. fne m?nle
ng TetieviEy T orEsE Tevln rlghtg ceglun:f
liave comnpensated for riuch; and.ln his owm
words® he referrcd to the picture as a
"Srrveired  prolduettll - Lidweaiginagds [ sty
dould *. have  been ‘Fdapbted Mo the scrciﬁ
with very little change. ' But whit dé we
get? We get a burlesque.

Now*ior:  the' FMgHSTn ~tive ‘Bhaning
scoles’s Ywe Fipnd% sur fhero 4 Jim Klrkhgm,
takifig pot * slidgts at targets in ‘his priv-
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ate shooting gallery to get himself in
jrim for a proposed African adventurc.
He is quite a good shot, VWhat with the
large "Harold Lloyd" spectacles he's

wearing, there is no excuse for his miss-
ing. His girl friend, Eve, a well stack-
ed blonde, and Kirkham's uncle, a well
filled barrel, plead with him to forsake
his daring trip. But Kirkham, stout fel-
low, will not hear of it, and with squar-
ed shoulders firmly says he must go!

At this point I had better mention
_that the picture was a silent production
which is the only creditable thing one
can say about it. Seeing this wholesale
mass of corn displayed befor2 your eyes
is bad enough =-- but hearing it too would
have been too much, even for First
National,

Things start happening now, Eve and
Kirkham are forced into a sealed sleek
limozine by very sleek people and "taken
for a long ride out of town, arriving fin
ally at a huge mansion. Here my rnemory
dims as to details of the picture --which
I think is fortunate. Within the mansion
ie the largest assortient of goons ever
to te put on the screen: dwvarfs, dog-
faced men, tiugs, cninamen, women who
look like vampires, and tc complete the
bill of monstrecsities --- a gorilla 1is
introduced in one c¢f the scenes. The
gorilla, ‘ however, looks less merstrois
than sonie of the humans. This fact is
true in evervdny. life,

Eve and XKirkham have = goodly var-
iety of adventurass in the mansicn which
seenecd to be lazking in doors but madz up
for it with secret passages at every turn
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Kirkham is ordered to ~ppe. r beiors Eztan
- a hooded figure in btla:ii - Lo detzraiae
his fate by walking up toe 3even footr-

prints. He treads on the fztal! steps and
by agreemant becomes Satanis servanl for
a year.

This incident 1s followed by more
escapades through weird and elaborate
settings until finally Eve and Kirkhan
wander into a vast hall where the large
assortnent of queer people are holding =a
banquet. amds  sddie s bif wisides  Ehelis sSee
friend .;and.; foe ,o0f;their adventures,
cating and chatting amiably. At the heaad
of the tables Kirkham gels his greatcst
surprise as he sees his uncle.

“T am Satan" states Uncle to nephew,
and explzcining how the whole fantastic af
fair was arranged for his benefit to give
him a fill of adventure and cause him to
forget his African trip.. =ve, the wencl,
was in on the wiiole plot!

So Kirltham, stout fellow, has had
his fill of adventure; LEve hooks Kirkham,
andy,,everyone . nas. hadca -ggod . tLImg ald
around, except the audience.
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Inaugurating a new department re-
quires some statement of policy. 1In the
first place I am a connoisseur not a
critic, When I mention a book, it is for
the simple reason that I like it and be-
lieve that it will be of interest to fans
similarly inclined. I have no intention
of carping or knocking any book, and if I
occasionally mention a book and tlien damn
it wigh' -faint praise, ‘I do so ' because I
feel that it will be of interest to others
even if -1 <do nol eare’ too ‘greatly Tor:iit.

Secondly, you will¥F*net* find" too"muach
comment on the market values of secarce
items. I am interested in coclilecting the
things I love, not in haggling over them
in the market place. I have - alweys
restmted aey Inplrlca®ign Tthatt current
prices  hadsanyihing to do with the  pleas-
urcEs T uNRiCets, gt e finie. e semice
item. As 1y wWife tersely puts it, "What
diference dues it niake how the price goes
uREy onf=s thie sebaeks " ew s~ % ot a never
setl Wamr of - them" anyhow.™ -True, I am
merely gleating because 1 got - my copy
when I could afford it, Fortunately for
domestic harmony, my wife is as -voracious
a rezfder of ' fantasy as - am; jand .would
kill me if I did sell them.

Enough preamble, Below I list a few
itens as my suggestion for 2 basic lib-
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rary of non-fiction books dealing with
the fantasy backgrounds of Witcheraft.
Demonolatry, et al., appending a Dbrief
list of readable fiction on the same sub-
ject.

"Witches Still Live" by Theda Kciyon
is a popular essay on the premisc that
witcheraft 1is not only still alive but a
potent force in the world today. Her book
gives a readable but necessarily: brief
survey of fic customs, practises and
beliefs of historic witcheraft which have
survived,* fortunately in a diluted form,
to the ‘present time. The book is pub-
Pisle 3" 2ajpt IJvest ashibamag: N,/ X350, L9286,
Miss wenyon's ‘treataent is more folksey
and POUILREN SSime f gechneral way than
Montague Summers'® heavily docuniecnted
works in a similar vein, anéd if she lacks
Summecrs' exhaustive scholarship. she also
avoids his naive gullibility,

Most satisfying cf the many works in
this field by Summers is his ubiguitous
buwt* “So¥id:and “ monumental. 'MHYjgters™ Yo f
Witchcraft -and Demonology™ «(:nepf, 1926
which covers the historic approach to tar
subject [ matter in 2 manner at: vings ‘tof-
iniscent of Fatihcr Brownis morbidly virti-
Hous™ REYsuUitiof* ¥t het' er inidad Yo MisSigis
Sumpors 'elistor: disc valuable to-anym stud-

envingnterositsar "iny théd) subject mafiiomly
for; thg o TTie e raqiiolet ivns o+ Slimsolgoen
rancly, -swmadlzbles tosihe generol roadsy,
Other Fofuhwhile works by the sams ‘auwbhor
onsEneatEssuii the Jeubject Qne . FRic CES e
graphy «iol il tchgFa i " Cinopf, I9CHNr=~-

andia  fine. longeErceded s tpansiation:  of
the, unpleasant Sprenger 's "“#allcua: ‘Mall-
ifeiga@dan .



In a still more scholarly vein, al-
though it concentrantes more upon a single
phase of the witch-religion, is Margaret
Alice HMurray's controversial "Witch Cult
in Western Europe," Which has perhaps
been overpraised by some critics and pro-
bably overcondemncd by others. As far as
I am concerned, Miss Illurray makes out o
VELY . £00L6 1 Case, . Tor sher,  theeriz.which
briefly is that _the witchcraft perse-
cutions which drowned Europe in a sen of
blood and cruclty from the twelfth to the
gighteenth  century was. not merecly a de-
lusion of the credulous and superstition-
ridden Dbitots but was an atlemnpt to sup-
pPress with ssvage violence a dceply root-
ed and well organized revolt against the
twin tyrannies of autocratic church and
féudal stote.

d. W, Wickwarlts "Witchcrafts,.end.the
Bllaek “&rt", Herberts, JEnking, Loncoiseso
date,® is a delightfully informal. and
eliatty essay, dealing in.a light and at
Limeg flippaadb : manner iith. the bclicfs,
Practices and gencral idiocics of witches,
werlocks, +and. gimilar, dablleFfse.izeihc
black arts. Eigher Jir. Wickwar is not
awgre, of »iliz3, <Hurrayds. - stUdy, ..o he
chooses to  ignore her theory, for L ob-
viously considers e, whie o rmalterr.a
mirage of supcrestitious nonsense inflict-
¢G upon a gullinle and ignorant worlgd Ey
the self-hypnotized witchcz and theip
bigoted and scdistic persccutors. Vhile
théFe: st -ungeh o W' "'Sqid HPRIThE 5 poiat
of wiew, the mass of cvidence eecirs to
welgil the iseales din-the other direcetisnm,
andteir. Wieik®ari- ¥s not a sound e¢nough
eritic do change any oBiniopepf mine. At
uitls “Take ‘dabkl. no- absolvuta sbtRaihs Tis

s i Aax esidie o T Mghil ang the reader

must  weigh the ovidencs aad g it
thaory:. aeccording te his -um T 231 ament
Be that, as A% pay,. Wickwar!s sludy 1s.one
O T tEs SO Ll el il Al 6 ., E R AN O
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them all, and ir kNr. Vickwar'‘c worls is at
fal 1t =il SFEn@Ine.  RUNSEolls. @ . o VEla s l@n
whicli was never that Lo the peojple invol-
ved, he is 2t 1least more readahble than
many. oi . tic solenn . owls wHo have. daalt
with this material,

A more sombre treatment is obtain-
able in lichulet's nr,y gorcicre® Parie,
1878) availatle in translation from tie
Walden Book Company under the title
"Satanism = and Witcheraft". A veory dif-
ferent picture tiis, from Wickwar's gaasi
comedy. Ve find the witch depicted ag a
tragic and terrifying fIglyre agfinot s
nigahtuare backdrop of medieval ' and rene
aissance cruelty and norror. sicielet’s
style, cven in transiation, tends toward
nysterical rhapscdy, anil the subject is
well-suited to his Ben s sty Bhal v Rt s
schclarly and in the mein logical, after
its wwn perculiar fashion; wamaSsSinE a
waalth of significant descriptive detail
about typicnl ingidunts of the period
with hair-raising effecct. The result is
both convincing and depressing, leaving
the readc with a hidcous conviction of
the imnhate cruelty and viciousness of man
kind., Though marred by excessively ro-
mantic treatment and occasiciial Soresor.e
discursiveness, this work can be highly
recointrendced.

An excellent general wview of the
Black Arts and thoir practitioncrs may be
had from "VWitches and Varlocks" pE-Parlin
V. Sergeant (llutchinson, Leondon, 1935),
vhich is very well donc within the limits




felv)
of its length,.

Somewhat similar is Sax Rohmer's non
fiction "Romance of Sorcery" -- a fine,
straightforward, and gripping account of
sorcery and the black arts from what is
mainly a Dbiographical point of view, By
selecting certain personalities typical
of the periods and movements, the writer
presents a noble pageant of dcvcloping
magical beliefs through the ages. His
work 1is extremely well done and inter-
estingly handled, Wwhile it makes no pre¢-
tense to a profound or thoroush study, it
is sound and picturesque, lcaning toward
a poctic and mystical viewpoint rather
than' a' 'serious and. scholarly cng,”, Hows
ever, within 1its pattern it presenis a
stimulating and convincing picture; the
author is well-versaed in his subject and
writes well o1l esoteric matterssy

Without Satan there e¢suld be no
Satanists. In nomaze to the Dark laster,
I list two works dealing with his bilogra-
Py Vhewi s - Collange 's L ife o7 the TDevid!
(HReRPs Mo 3E LRy 1=t 5g ' “lénc, UBleeilae
and logical trcatise (perhaps too logical
for the Lord of Chawes) giving a -skiifully
patched togetiier  bdography, - excelient
illustrations ---- and H#argaret Alice
HMarFay“se "ted JeEhel fitclte s pewiiehaad
have nat read, but  which has been highly
reconmended to me.

chapters in Paul LaCroix' 2
vol, MHistory  of Prostitution“h{(Coviei=
Fricdey Inec., 1931) are ameng the fines

short Wworks available on¥Imcubi,; Suecubi,
and the Bldck Ma®s., Inctbi and *Suctubi
are treated  in- ehhapter L¥IIT, under ‘the
heading Supernatural Aspect of Prostitu-

Certain

-

\‘5 ot

tion. The Black lass chapter (LXIV) is g
minor classic and deserves a siparate
pr}ntlng, distinct from the vihole work
which 1is rarely come by" ! and scarcely
known except to scholars and serious
students,

Some passages in Scabrook's "Witch-
craft" and also scattered items in "The

Magic 1Island" are fascinating but to me
at least unconvincing, due largely to

Seaprook's personality and a vague sus-
pic%on that he is a journalist skilfully
making a good story batter,

Since the subject of Voodoo Yas come
up and I must meatien Vitcheraft's left-
hgndgd colsin, J. J. Williams' fine non-
fiction study, "Voodoos anc Obeahg® isg
baslse in-ipridt e It ety very scholarly
and accurate work, totally devoid of =1l
those luric details so ¢:ligh*ful to all
Brte 1. Pakalan fans; but containingu a

wealth of reliable informatioi:. (Dial
freﬁs, §3.00) . “"There is aleo a  small
Look, riew  this yecr, oy Robert Tallant,

TR

Vaodee  in Wew COrleans" (Mscmillan, New
Yorjk ‘. There are few good huoks on Vocuoo
and oo like thesc should to treasurcd.

Typical of thc fine epbimera on She
subgeigs; of .  witch@rett ‘iz g longish
artlcle “Witchcs There ‘Yere! --ih: A
wife:{sied) Sophia’ Magafan -« whici saw
rublication in a small nrof.ssional nag-
az@na of extremecly liritec ciroulatibz¢
This Work is a, study af the psychwologiean:
effeet of witchernft. belief: in rura!
Mland, and is nmalaly from word of mouth
asguunts by pecpie involved. She ha-s
aiso authored a shorter vork,.  "#iteh. oI

2 Lake", dealing with modern Greck ik


arrr.de

lore ef. ‘witcherafi, egpegialily with cis
water-witchh of i g Aands sy iieeis st
PeMEerisy oneh bl waEs Jwiamsel b handh el 4
Caugel pdiistiebinos fuatit Seatiiions (AT AOiENEN
e v SibainS e ) Onicis (crtiteTelcimtoribliimicS e
simil~r fine works Dburicd i1n  fugitive
magagine puvlications of this kind.

Foi' a more dctai]ed listing (espzc-
ially regasrding ephemera  and works not
Foadilireavaillable telatkergenerclagedades.
consult the bibl: ‘egre Pltis of 1 alniesitn dpiae !
the works I have mentioned.

Liatad hurrisdly,  for B my ‘allolted
SipRice] Jive  miifains sheRtnanesal few entear -
taining volumes of rglated fictiocn, some
well-xkanown and loved,and a few less so.

Vs 2 1niioss SyiasiimUst iTne klepstien SSEsmi s

Ao Mertd tt.ls WBarn,. 1V beqn e Bure'goSte Blkon
KHerieniien @ ISuperst sl ont s Sidmans Jcpson's
ArapdeEly  abyeiio. g9 liary Johmson's "The
Wilah™: Peirici ﬂqo&aye'ﬁ i"The Scarecrow”{a
play firom which @ oneg of tiie earlicst ¢fan-

Y noviles  vms moadel; Stanley . Hart
i SR ENGE T SR chsbR nidiciait i HanRlondil's
Emdni et oSl A R R

R Sie b e lo@atitgl R EESEdE Emmerniial  giiksnlats
Bl = @ D gl ?ucbzn's "itchwood";

Bvanoeline Ha Lo Ui clell House'i';
BRI ) el s Rl ] (RS ]eanor‘ M. Ingrem‘s

o
el Y intngsead® BAlE R th Lk Worths © amud

J(I; 25 .’)

Bolitel s untheloev "2reak of the Devil';
slRc o e gl ~» crte wadazn uwitch wcceptable to

modern goioncasicrion. William Sloane's
Hapey e SRS el B S et 1Teg) LE) ol
Towar iysdeniss ) at pedg wilich: is cheap
enench for a awpll valn.

THE END
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